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this relationship. Building one study’s findings with other studies’ findings 
helps to generalize our understanding about criminal justice.

Third, the notion of decision making extends beyond criminal justice 
officials to researchers and research subjects: Research studies are conducted 
by individuals who make decisions about their research efforts, and they are 
conducted about individuals who make decisions about their own behaviors 
as well. At the risk of oversimplifying this, researchers are people, too!

Finally, it bears repeating that criminal justice is a science. Its scholars use 
scientific research methods to study criminal justice issues and its scholars 
are scientists, just as biologists, chemists, and physicists are scientists. Indeed, 
your professor is one of the scientists working to generate understanding 
about criminal justice. And just like Professor Sanchez-Jankowski(the 
researcher who joined gangs in his effort to study them), your professor 
works very hard at generating understanding about criminal justice.

Certainly, the definitions that researchers use to define crime and the 
types of research methodology and crime data-gathering techniques they 
use will influence a study’s findings. However, for criminal justice students, 
the more they know about criminal justice research, the more job oppor-
tunities that will be open to them. The “Help Wanted” box in this chapter 
describes one such position.

Just the Facts: Chapter Summary
´´ One’s definition of crime will influence (a) how 

individuals react to behaviors defined as crime,  
(b) who is defined as a criminal, (c) estimates about  
the extent of behaviors defined as crime, (d) expla-
nations of different behaviors defined as crime, and  

(e) how and whether cases are processed through 
the justice system.

´´ Legal scholars have described four different types of 
intent: general intent, specific intent, transferred intent, 
and criminal negligence.
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